(Portland (Bankruptcy Lawyer 



All across the country, and here in Oregon, people have lost their jobs or homes, or just can't make 
ends meet. High-interest credit cards or loans may have been a last resort to get by. Maybe a 
medical condition or an emergency resulted in uninsured hospital bills. Whatever the case, people 
expected they would get back on track and be able to pay the debts back. Unfortunately, for many 
people their situation hasn't improved, or it hasn't improved enough. The debts just keep growing 
and many Oregonians are drowning in debt and need help - now. I'm a consumer rights and 
bankruptcy lawyer located in SE Portland, and I may be able to help. 

About Vs 

Thanks for visiting my website and wanting to find out more about me. I am an attorney licensed to 
practice law in both Oregon state courts as well as the federal district court in Portland. I am a 
proud member of the National Association of Consumer Advocates, the National Association of 
Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and the Oregon Trial Lawyers Association. I am also the 2014 
Chair of The Oregon State Bar Consumer Law Section. 

I received my undergraduate degree from Marylhurst University located just outside of Portland. I 
obtained my Juris Doctorate from Willamette College of Law in Salem in 2007 and moved back to 
Portland to practice law. I am originally from Michigan, but I have lived in Oregon for about 12 
years, and I will never move back to the Midwest (sorry Michiganders!). Since then I have been 
practicing as a solo attorney, or as a part of a small firm, and have learned the practice of law from 
the "ground up." 

Many people think that bankruptcy is some kind of financial death sentence. It's not. In truth, it's 
probably the most powerful of all our consumer protection laws, and it has given millions of people 
the fresh start they so desperately needed. But your creditors and debt collectors don't want you to 
know that. Many of these companies have filed for bankruptcy themselves. 

I am an attorney licensed to practice law in both Oregon state courts as well as the federal district 
court in Portland. I am a proud member of the National Association of Consumer Advocates, the 
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys, and the Oregon Trial Lawyers Association. 
I am also the 2014 Chair of The Oregon State Bar Consumer Law Section. 

I have chosen to practice bankruptcy and consumer 
rights law because I get to help out the everyday 
person or a family who just needs a fresh start, or 
who have been unfairly taken advantage of. Far too 
often creditors and debt collectors cross the line and 
engage in abusive practices that violate state or 
federal laws. When this happens, I zealously seek the 
justice that my clients deserve, defending their rights 
against the heavy hand and significant resources of 
these big companies and the law firms that represent 




them. It gives me great satisfaction to fight on behalf of disadvantaged consumers. 



Like most Oregonians, I enjoy outdoor activities like camping and hiking. I also love sports (go 
Blazers!), traveling, movies, gardening, and good food. I am firmly rooted in the Portland 
community. I believe that Portland is truly the best city in the country and I am grateful that I can be 
a part of the exciting changes and unique challenges that will continue to come our way. 

VnburfuC<De6t Collection 

Far too often creditors or debt collectors, and the attorneys that represent them, engage in abusive 
and illegal actions such as harassment, invalid credit reporting, suing after the statute of limitations 
has run, making improper threats, incorrect billing, failing to give required notices, and various 
other violations of the Fair Debt Collections Practices Act (FDCPA), the Oregon Unfair Debt 
Collection Practices Act (OUDCPA), the Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA), Oregon 
Unlawful Trade Practices Act (UTPA), or other state and federal laws that regulate creditors/debt 
collectors and provide protections for consumers. 

I represent people who have been wronged as a result of these violations. Below is a list of some 
relevant questions. If you answer yes to any of them, you may have an actionable claim to enforce 
your rights and seek damages from the violator in court. 

• Has a debt collector contacted you at work after you asked them not to? 

• Did a debt collector inform a family member, roommate, employer, or coworker that you 
owe a debt? 

• Is a debt collector trying to collect, or sue you for, a debt that is not yours, or that you have 
already paid in full? 

• Are you being sued for a debt that is older than 6 years (since last use of credit, payment, or 
default)? 

• Has a debt collector used abusive, profane, or intimidating language with you? 

• Has a debt collector threatened that you may be arrested or go to jail if you do not pay your 
debt? 



Is (Bankruptcy the best option for me 

At the risk of sounding too much like a lawyer, the answer 

is it depends. There is no doubt that filing for 

bankruptcy can be a lifeboat in a stormy sea- by wiping the 
slate clean, stopping the collection calls and letters, and 
providing a fresh start. Almost all consumer debts, such as 
credit card debts and medical bills, are dischargeable via 
bankruptcy. Also, the vast majority of people get to keep all 
of their property including their house and car. However, 
whether to file for bankruptcy, when to file, and how to file 
are all extremely important considerations. The particular 
financial circumstances, future expectations, and personal preferences of each individual need to be 
carefully assessed before these decisions can be made. Ultimately, of course, the decision whether 




to file for bankruptcy must be made by the individual or couple, not by their friends, family, or 
lawyer. 

The main reasons that an individual would utilize Chapter 13 instead of Chapter 7 is either because 
the individual makes too much income to qualify for a Chapter 7, wants to prevent foreclosure 
action on their home, or owns valuable personal or real property that would be outside the relevant 
exemption limits and thus subject to liquidation under Chapter 7. 

With that said, it is highly recommended that those contemplating bankruptcy should consult with 
a qualified bankruptcy attorney prior to making this crucial decision. The bankruptcy laws 
themselves can be quite complex, are poorly drafted, and have been interpreted differently 
depending on the jurisdiction. The required forms (petition, schedules, etc.) are plentiful and 
require accurate, detailed, and current information. A good (and ethically responsible) lawyer will 
never try to "push" his or her potential client into bankruptcy. Instead, the attorney should 
thoroughly evaluate the overall financial circumstances of the client and explain the bankruptcy 
process, including the pros and the cons. Only in this way can the potential client choose what they 
believe will be best for themselves and their family. Besides making sure that everything is done 
properly and the law is followed, the job of the bankruptcy lawyer is to try to make it as easy and 
painless for the their client as possible (at least that's my approach). 

In truth, there are several scenarios in which, despite that fact that you may have fallen behind on 
your bills and accumulated significant debt, bankruptcy may not the best option. However, if you 
can answer yes to some or many of the following questions then bankruptcy may indeed be a good 
option for you. 

Contact Vs 

Phone: (503) 847- 4329 
Fax: (503) 715-0524 

Address: 819 SE Morrison St., Suite 255, Portland, OR 97214 



For more information please visit our site 
http://www.portlandconsumerlawyer.com 



